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ACWA L OSES O NE  OF ITS O WN  

GREG H AMMOCK  PASSES 
 Of all the duties that the Editor of the Courier has, this is, by far, the most 
difficult and trying.  It is never easy to deal with the passing of someone close to you, 
but coming to terms with the loss of someone like Greg is doubly difficult.  As I have 
witnessed the outpouring of memories and words from his close friends, family and 
reenactors, speaking about his life, memories they have of Greg, and even how he car-
ried himself through the last days of his struggle with cancer, the burden of my duty 
has grown heavier with each passing day. 

 How do I even begin to capture a fraction of Gregõs memory and preserve it 
here, to share with those who did not know him well?  How do I express the size of his 
heart, which, even as large as Greg was, seemed to constantly dwarf his body?  How 
do I convey what it was like to look into his eyes as he smiled, his massive hands seem-
ing to envelop mine as we shook in greeting?  For the women who knew him as the 
gentleman he was, and the hugs he gave, I know that my words will do little justice to 
the memories that they all hold. 

 In the difficult week since Gregõs passing, I have struggled with these ques-
tions, how to do justice to someone like Greg in the short space allotted, for his life 
would fill far more than the pages of the Courier simply with the memories that we, as 
reenactors, share of him.  In the midst of this struggle, as I tried again and again to 
write this article with Gregõs picture next to it, I was struck by the similarities with my 
task, and one undertaken by Lincoln  in November of 1863.  I trust my Confederate 
comrades will forgive me for quoting Lincolnõs words in my tribute to Greg. 

 What is within that speech is an understanding of the impact that our actions 
have on the future, whether it is an individual like Greg, or the combined might of 
arms that met outside of Gettysburg in the summer of 1863.  It is these words that 
resonate with me as I attempt to write this:   

 òBut, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate, we can not consecrate, we can 
not hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have 
consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, 
nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is 
for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who 
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.ó 

 Gregõs life speaks for itself, far beyond my power to capture its essence in 
words.  He will always be remembered for his incredible kindness, generosity and 
love, and always admired for his conduct and his courage.  Greg leaves behind a vast 
family of reenactors, friends and relatives whose lives are immeasurably better for the 
time he shared with us.  There are many, I am sure, who will carry forth the work that 
Greg began.  Those whose lives have been brightened by his generosity and love will in 
turn share that with others.  Those who shared in his laughter and love of life will 
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 On March 13, Joel Langley, along with several other ACWA members, participated 
as extras in the filming of the movie òThe Conspirator,ó directed by Robert Redford. 

 The Conspirator is film about the trial of Mary Surratt, the only female co-
conspirator in the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. It stars Robin Wright Penn, James McA-
voy, Justin Long, Evan Rachel Wood, Tom Wilkinson, Alexis Bledel, Kevin Kline, and Toby 
Kebbell. The story focuses on Surrattõs lawyer, Frederick Aiken, a 28-year-old Union war-
hero, who reluctantly defends her before a military tribunal. In the course of the movie, the 
plot takes a dramatic turn when Aiken begins to suspect that his client might just be inno-
cent. Despite his best efforts to save her, Mary Surratt was the first woman to be hung by the 
United States Federal Government. 

Here are questions that Joel Langley answered regarding his experience as an extra: 

Q: What was your reaction when you found out you got picked to be an extra? 

A: When I found I was picked to be an extra, there was kind of a disbelief at first, but then I got very excited and nervous all at 
the same time. I had always wanted to be in a film, mostly because I am into film making myself.  

Q: What was your impression of Robert Redford and were you surprised he was there? 

A: My first impression of Robert Redford was that he was a very kind and quiet person. It was an honor to actually have him 
come out onto the green screen and direct us personally. I was actually surprised he was there, because initially he wasn't sup-
posed to be as this was just a pickup/sfx shoot. 

Q: Was the experience of being an extra different than you thought it would be? 

A: Yes, I was actually expecting everyone to be kind of serious. But the atmosphere was great and everyone was really nice. It 
felt weird to actually be in front of a whole film crew while they watched me act.  

Q: Would you like to be an extra in a movie again, even if it wasn't about the Civil War? 

A: Yes, definitely. I think this experience kind of gave me "the acting bug." I had such a great time on this film that I would do 
it again, even if it wasn't about the Civil War.  

Q: Did the day go by quickly, or did you feel there was a lot of waiting around? 

A: There wasn't actually a lot of waiting around, for me at least because I was in most of the scenes, but it did feel like it took a 
long time. I would look at the clock and only half an hour had passed and it felt like we had been working for hours, but in a 
good way.  

Q: Were the crew friendly and did you feel they treated you nice? 

A: Yes, the crew was very friendly and jovial. Especially the makeup and wardrobe department. I felt like I could ask them any-
thing, without feeling like I was bothering them in some way.  

Q: Did you get the feeling that this will be a good movie? 

A: Yes, from the scenes we were allowed to see, and from seeing who is going to be in the film, I think this is going to be a 
great movie.  

Q: Was the food good? 

A: The catered food was very good, I can not remember everything we had, but it was very filling and tasty. Also, during the 
whole day they had a buffet table with different snacks and coffee, so if you were hungry, there was always food.  

Q: Anything else youõd like to add about the experience? 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 When we engage in discussion with the public, or 
amongst ourselves over the conduct of the great War which 
we reenact, we often stumble upon the question of why the 
brave men and women who served their respective causes 
stepped forward to answer the call to arms.  Less often, but 
equally important, we delve into the question of the causes of 
that same conflict.  We are asked what caused such a rift be-
tween the North and the South, or we question this among 
ourselves.  The answers are as varied as the people giving 
them, from tariffs, to unequal balances of power, to honor, to 
the Northõs failure to enforce the laws that supposedly stood 
over the whole of the country, and many others.  Often mixed 
in amongst the other reasons we cite is the one which it seems 
we are most unwilling to discuss: the institution of Slavery. 

 I do not seek to make a case that Slavery is the pri-
mary cause of the Civil War, nor will I discuss the rampant 
racism found in Free States.  What I would like to examine is 
why we, as reenactors portraying the American Civil War, fail 
so often to openly discuss and speak about the institution of 
Slavery in honest and plain terms.  Often I am left to wonder 
what our true understanding of the Civil War is, do we really 
take the time to understand the causes, the effects, the motiva-
tions, the fears, the hopes that are all wrapped around this pe-
riod that we present to the public?  When we are approached 
and asked questions about the Civil War, are we prepared to 
answer those questions, or are we content to regurgitate an-
swers we vaguely recall from a textbook sometime in our past. 

 In the years since I began reenacting, I have seen 
many reenactors avoid questions they do not know the answers 
to, directing conversations to areas we are more conversant, 
and therefore more comfortable, in.  I am certainly as guilty of 
this as the next person, but I have seen that same response time 
and again when the question of the causes of the Civil War 
arises: avoidance, shallow answers, a whitewash over the var-
ied issues that prompted our countryõs violent schism.  For 
much of that time, I believed that we did not discuss the issue 
of Slavery for that reason: that our understanding, conceptu-
ally, of this issue was incomplete, and because of our aware-
ness of that incomplete knowledge, we avoided the topic. 

 Of late, I have reached a different conclusion: we do 
not discuss the institution of Slavery because of our general 
discomfort with the topic itself.  That we do not fully under-
stand the institution is a given, but to engage in even a cursory 
discussion of Slavery, we must consider all aspects of the prac-
tice, and this can be a deeply disturbing experience, one which 
few people are willing to experience.  For Confederates, in 
particular, it can be difficult to explain to the public, or even 
discuss among themselves, the fact that slavery was one of the 
main reasons for the Civil War.  With the rightful disgust at 
the practice of Slavery that we have today, it is understandably 

challenging to discuss the perpetuation of this institution as a 
primary cause of the Civil War. 

 However, I think it is a discussion that needs to be 
had, we do a disservice to history by sweeping the uncomfort-
able issues under the rug, allowing someone else fill in what 
we leave unsaid.  We must understand that the actions and 
beliefs of people during the Civil War are not our own, we do 
not bear the responsibility of their misdeeds or racist views, 
but we do have a responsibility, I believe, to understand them.  
We do not have to agree with the views they held, we can see 
Slavery for the abhorrent practice it was, but that does not 
mean that we are incapable of understanding the institution, 
and its participants. 

 To do this, we must make a clear distinction between 
two types of understanding, and two words, which I think we 
often struggle to do:  Empathy and Sympathy.  When we form 
an empathetic understanding of Slavery, we can say that we 
understand why racism existed, why slavery occurred, the 
complex emotional struggles, the subjugation of an entire race, 
the rampant abuse, and even the ways that slaves struggled to 
exert some control over their lives.  Does that mean that we 
agree with those views, or accept them?  Not at all.  It is sim-
ply a conceptual understand of the forces at play that led to an 
end result, however abhorrent it may be. 

Rather, it is a sympathetic understanding is one in which we 
agree with the beliefs or views of who we are studying.  
Clearly understanding the difference between the two and 
being able to articulate that separation is essential to us ap-
proaching the issue of Slavery.  I do not think there are many 
people who would maintain that they have a sympathetic un-
derstanding of slaveholders, but even I, a staunch Yankee, have 
an empathetic understanding of the institution of Slavery, 
though I admit it is far more limited than I would like.  Con-
ceptually, I understand many of the factors that led to the rise 
of the ôpeculiar institutionõ of the US, but I have no sympathy, 
no agreement, with the institution itself. 

 I see the discomfort writ plainly on peopleõs faces 
when the issue of Slavery arises, and I hope that as time passes, 
that discomfort will disappear as we challenge ourselves to 
understand an institution that we do not agree with, to under-
stand the struggles that are not our own.  It is essential that we 
distance ourselves, at least emotionally, from the people who 
lived during the time we reenact, too close of an attachment 
robs us of the ability to understand the fullness of this time 
period, in all its dirty and repulsive details.  Are we willing to 
sacrifice honesty to paint a picture that is more comfortable for 
us to talk about?  Or are we willing to set aside our sympathy 
with our ancestors and forbearers, and gain a fuller under-
standing of the complexity of life during, and preceding the 
Civil War. 

W HAT  W E L EAVE  U NSAID  B Y  ERIC  H ESS 
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Greetings members of the ACWA, 

Well the season is off to a great start. Knights Ferry has come and gone. Thank you to all who helped make this event possible. 
A big thank you goes out to Bob Preston as the event coordinator for the many hours and hard work he put in to make the 
event possible.  

In the next few weeks the ACWA will be hosting the Las Mariposa Civil War Days. This event is a fantastic event with rolling 
hills, valleys, and the Sierra Nevadaõs as the backdrop for the event. Please be sure to check the Courier and the ACWA web-
site (www.acwa.org) for updates.  

We still have a few positions open in the club leadership that we need filled. Please help out and volunteer. Among those posi-
tions still open is Public Relations and Info Tent Coordinator. Please contact the ACWA Board if you have any questions re-
garding these positions.  

It is with a heavy heart that I inform you that one of our fellow reenactors has passed away. Greg Hammock passed away on 
Saturday March 20th. Greg was from the 2nd South Carolina Infantry and had been an active member of the ACWA for many 
years. He served in many varying positions of the club, most notably as Club Safety Officer and Chief of Staff to the Confeder-
ate Brigade. At the time that this is being composed there are no dates and times available for services for Greg. Please check 
the ACWA website and your email for updates. Greg, you will be missed and never forgotten. 

This wraps up my report. I look forward to be seeing everyone and the next reenactment. In the meantime stay safe and keep 
healthy. See you all on the battlefield and around the camp fire. 

Cheers, 

Billy Coye 

ACWA President 

PRESIDENTõS M ESSAGE  B ILLY  COYE  

Gen. T.J. Jackson 

Commanding 2nd Corps 

ANV CSA 

 Sir, I beg to report the actions of my brigade in and around the Knights Ferry District. My command was in place on Saturday 
morning when this command received a most terrible message. Lt. Col. Greg Hammock will not be rejoining us as he has 
been called up to the side of the Lord Almighty. Lt. Col. Hammock will be dearly missed as he was loved and respected like 
few men before him. Deepest sympathies go out to his family and friends of whom there are many. I know we now have a 
angel on our shoulder. 

  The 9th Brigade was engaged a total of 4 times. Twice we drove the Federals from the field each time the men chanting 
"Hammock" Hammock"  Each of my officers and units within my command distinguished them selves. Once again showing 
why the 9th Brigade is indeed the finest command within the entire Army of Northern Virginia. 
My men are now moving towards Mariposa where we will continue to fight the Yankee Invaders. 

 I am your most humble servant 

 Colonel Christopher A. Bowman 

Commanding 9th Brigade 2nd Corps. 

ANV CSA 

R EPORT  ON  THE  R ECENT  ACTION  AT  K NIGHT õS FERRY  COL .  CHRIS  B OWMAN  

Col. Chris Bowman 

Photo by Sandy Lane 
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A: During the times we were waiting around, there were several times I was asked to be a "stand-in," someone who stands in 
front the camera while the crew adjusts the lights and camera angles. It was very interesting to watch the monitors while they 
filmed a scene, and to actually see them composite what we had done into an actual scene from the film. I had no idea so 
much work went into actually setting up one shot. They had to adjust all the lighting to fit the actual shot they did on loca-
tion, which is actually very hard to do. It was also very cool to be in the presence of a movie legend.  

 
What I would take from this experience is that I now know how a movie set works, and I don't feel nearly as self conscious as 
I used to while acting. Everyone made me feel very comfortable. And if I didn't do something right I didn't feel like I was 
wasting their time.   

Iõm Ready For My Close-Up, Mr. Redford  (Continued from page 2) 

On behalf of the American Civil War Association and the Las Mariposa Civil War Group, Lt. Colonel Thomas Bispo, USA, 
and Colonel Christopher Bowman, CSA, cordially invite you and your organization to attend The Las Mariposas Civil War 
Civil War Days April 17th-18th at Longs' Mariposa Ranch, in scenic Mariposa, California. 

This event promises to be one of the big events of the early 2010 reenacting season. All units are welcome to attend this event 
as we honor our nations history and our forefathers. Firewood, water, straw for bedding and hay for horses will be provided.   
The 60 acre site is one of the most authentic West Coast reenacting sites available.  It features rolling hills, a creek and pond, 
oak trees, and other fantastic natural features. 

 There will be a School Day on Friday, April 16th.  Volunteers are needed and welcome!  Please contact Kristi Bispo at     
wildmustangibg@comcast.net for more School Day information. 

If you would like to attend the Las Mariposas Civil War days, please contact either Lt. Colonel Thomas J. Bispo USA (Event 
Coordinator) at  uscommander.acwa@hotmail.com, or Colonel Chris Bowman CSA chrisbowman19@hotmail.com or . 

For more information, please email us or visit www.thecivilwardays.com/Reenactor_Info (click on the link at the top of the 
page for the most up-to-date information.) 

 Regards, 

Lt. Colonel Thomas J. Bispo 

USA ACWA, Event Coordinator 

 

Colonel Christopher A. Bowman 

CSA ACWA 

I NVITATION  TO  M ARIPOSA   
COL .  T HOMAS  B ISPO 

COL .  CHRIS  B OWMAN  

òTHE TRUTH  IS, WHEN  BULLETS ARE 

WHACKING  AGAINST TREE TRUNKS AND  

SOLID SHOT ARE CRACKING  SKULLS LIKE 

EGGSHELLS, THE CONSUMING  PASSION IN  

THE BREAST OF THE AVERAGE MAN  IS TO  

GET OUT  OF THE WAY.ó 

-PRIVATE D AVID  L. THOMPSON  

CO . G, 9TH  NY V OLS. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

�x�� Information for Reenactors on the upcoming Las Mariposa event can be found at: 

https://www.thecivilwardays.com/Reenactor_Info.html 

�x�� Event Coordinators and Committee (Safety Coordinator, Artillery Coordinator, Public Relations, etc.) members are 
needed.  Please contact ACWA Vice President Robert Garbisch if you are interested in volunteering. 

�x�� Additional volunteers from the Union Battalion are needed for the School Day on Friday, April 16th. There are about 
1,100 kids coming and we need the help. Volunteers should contact the School Day Coordinator Kristi Bispo at wildmus-
tangibg@comcast.net. 

�x�� The next ACWA Board Meeting will be May 8th, 2010 at 10:00am. 

Dennyõs Restaurant 

1525 McHenry Ave. 

Modesto, California 

share that singular joy with others.  I think that Greg would want each of us to do this.  Not mourn at his passing, but remem-
ber how he lived his life, and dedicate ourselves to carry that light forward, and share it with others in our lives. 

 A life like Gregõs cannot be measured at his passing, for like so many things, his impact will be felt long after these 
words have faded into dust and his life will echo on as this small tribute is forgotten.  I know that my life is better for the time I 
knew Greg, brief though it was, and I can but imagine how blessed those were who knew him longer or were closer to him.  So 
I will close this with memories of Greg, shared by his friends, because they express it far better than I ever could. 

òGreg was a great friend of mine as with everyone else. If you didnõt even know him he was still there to help you. I always 
admired this about him. I remember him saying that if my dad was not able to come out one weekend for a reenactment he 
would be my "dad" and i would be his "son". There were a few of these times... we would walk around and i would call him 
dad and me son. From the first day I met him I noticed how big of a heart he had, the biggest one I have ever seen. I still canõt 
believe he is gone but know that he is in everyone of us, from his sense of humor to his caring nature. Greg I love you very 
much and I will greatly miss you.ó  -K.B. 

òGreg was an amazing guy. His heart was about as big as he was. Everytime he would see you he would be waiting to give you 
one of his famous bear hugs. He was kind man with a kind heart who loved kids and always knew how to make you laugh even 
if you didn't feel like it. He had this characteristic about him that if you were around him, you always had a smile on your face. 
Reb camp is going to be different without his laugh at night. He is really going to be missed.ó -A.N. 

òAll the CSMC ladies on the original "Too cute to shoot crew" should also remember one year where at Nevada City the 2nd 
SC was formed up direcly behind the guns. We hear "Laaaaaadddyyyss" from behind us, turn around and there's Greg, blowing 
kisses, winking and waving, in the middle of formation.ó  -A.H. 

òI had the honor to call Greg both friend and brother. I met Greg years ago at Gibson Ranch and had him join the ACWA that 
same year at Roaring Camp. He introduced me to Brian Miller and Scott Davis and we became the 4 Amigos. God Bless you 
Greg I'll miss you Big Brother.ó - C.B. 

òOne of the things I will always remember most about Greg are his hands. I remember the first time I met Greg, shaking hands 
with him and I distinctly remember feeling that my hands were completely dwarfed by the rugged, calloused, well-worn hands 
of this giant of a man... Those hands, always ready and willing to lend... a hand with any task, hold someone close in a big bear 
hug, or defend a friend at a moment's notice... To those who didn't know Greg, his appearence has sometimes been described 
as that of a gruff, scary, and possibly mean-tempered giant of a man...to those of us who knew him, we know better. Greg was 
a true gentleman, a good friend, mentor, and almost a parent or brother to most of us. Reenacting will never be the same with-
out you, "Uncle Greg" - we miss you, love you, and we'll "see you on the flipside" - K.B. 

Greg Hammock Passes (Continued from page 1) 


